
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback from the second KIDS/SE7  
Young People’s Advisory Group 

KIDS SE7 SEND Pathfinder 
Consultation with disabled children and young people 

Date: Saturday 9th March 2013 
Venue: The Pirate Castle, Camden, London 
People who came:  
 
Young People Adults Role Area/Department 
Ruby Lalor Maggie Eiffert  PA East Sussex 
Georgia Chambers KIDS SE staff 
Charlie Hurst  
Lily Scott  
Louise Byers 

Aisia Howard  
Kim Steele 

 

Hampshire 

Jim Langton 
Peter Langton 

Sharon Langton  Mother + PA West Sussex 

Emerald Vernon - 
Bowyer 

Dan Taylor PA Surrey 

Luke Chapman- 
Davies 
Alice Harmer 

John Lewry 
Kerry Bridge 

Participation 
workers 

Brighton and Hove 

 Jamie Bragan 
Scott Bacon 

Youth 
participation 
Support workers 

West Sussex Council 
for Voluntary Youth 
Services 

KIDS Staff – 
facilitator / leader 

 Sam Hancock 
 
 
Magda Gay 
        

KIDS Staff – note 
taker 

KIDS NDD  
 

    
Total : 10 Total :11   
 
 
1. Welcome and brief introduction about the day to the group: 

 no formal lunch break today 
 working lunch 
 taxis to Pizza Express at 3.30 
 some filming to take place again today 

 
 



2. Activity - introductions  
Each member of the group was given time to say 
– Who they were 
– One thing they had enjoyed doing since the group had last met  
  

3. Education and beyond - group work 
Split into two groups – secondary school and college (no one was working) – young 
people’s ideas and thoughts were recorded on a flipchart in each group 
 
School Group 

– What are your plans when you leave school? 
– What would make this easier? 
– Who will help you make the decisions about what to do next? 

 
College Group 

– Were you given a choice about going to college and what you would do there? 
– What would make it better? 
– Is it a good/bad experience? 
– Was anyone available to help you? 

 
Feedback to the whole group from each of the flipchart sheets. 
 
4. Now – Future – individual activity 
Creative activity – young people thought about their lives now and in the future and 
used text, drawing, pictures from magazines to show this on paper. 
 
Individual feedback to the whole group – each young person gave Sam their piece 
of paper of their opinions about their lives, if they chose to. 
 
5. Accessing services – group work 
Sam worked with the whole group and recorded their thoughts on the flipchart 
 
Question Answer Discussion 
What services do 
young people 
currently access? 
 

 Youth clubs 
 Carers services 
 Medical services – back 

clinic, heart clinic 
 Physiotherapy 
 Services which support 

independence – 
supported living 

 Sports clubs 
 Saturday club 
 Government service 
 Music – band 

practise/drumming 
 Media club – building 

skills in media eg 

 



making films 
 Allsorts – Sussex 

Autism 
 Social services  
 After School club 
 

Are the services 
you attend 
targeted or 
mainstream? 
 

There was an even split 
between young people 
attending targeted or 
mainstream services – some 
did not attend any 
mainstream activities 
 

There followed a discussion 
about what these words meant: 
Targeted services are those 
which are only for disabled 
people 
Mainstream are for disabled 
and non-disabled people 
 
What choices there were and 
why young people might 
choose to go to one or the 
other type of group 
What is  ‘normal’? All 
individuals are different from 
each other, no one is ‘normal’ 
 

What is stopping 
young people 
attending 
mainstream 
activities? 
 

Some young people not 
wanting to go to mainstream 
activities due to the following 
reasons: 
 Bullying/picked on – 

especially when no 
adult present – some 
felt it was OK when an 
adult was present 

 Past experiences which 
were not good 

 No ‘supervisor’ there to 
support the young 
person to join in 

Lack of understanding by the 
general public of others  
 
One young person spoke 
about going to mainstream 
services and ignoring any 
behaviour/comments which 
were made and just enjoying 
what he wanted to do 
 
One young person said going 
to a group which was full of 
young people who were ‘like 
her’ meant they understood her
 

 
Suggestions from adults about attending mainstream services: 
 
- If more disabled people accessed more mainstream groups it would help more 

disabled people to go in general  
- Way of introducing young disabled people to a group -  support  worker attends 

a group with a disabled young person  when they first start going to a group, 
help them and the group to get to know each other then gradually reduce the 
amount of time they are there – would young people think this would help? 
Some thought so /others not sure. 

 



What would the 
staff be like in an 
ideal service? 
 

- Understanding 
- Patient 
- Good 
- Talk you through the first 

support 
- Welcoming 
- Make you feel comfortable
- Friendly 
- Personality important - 

would need to have a 
rapport with them 

- Non-disablist 
 

 

How do you find 
out about 
services /would 
you like to find out 
about services? 
 

- School/college 
noticeboards 

- Key worker 
- School 
- emails 
 

 

 
6. Future of the group 
 
Sam explained: 
- the meetings cost quite a lot of money and take time to arrange 
- there was some interest from some adults in the local authorities in seeing if the 

group could continue to meet 
- no money was available for more meetings to happen at the moment 
- the adults would like to know whether the young people would like to meet and 

about how they would like to do this if it was possible in the future 
 
The young people were asked their opinion about the future of the group, their 
responses were: 

 All the young people present were interested in meeting up again 
 How often to meet? 4 young people said once a month, 1 said once 

every 2 months, 5 said once every 3 months 
 Where would they meet? The young people would really like to meet in 

each others areas, with that area choosing something for them all to do, 
to showcase what is cool in their area. 

 Young people want information via letter and email, some would like to 
be called. 

 Suggestions for a name for the group were:  
 Active Areas/Youth/South 
 The Noisy Bunch 
 Youth Engagement group 
 Youth Participation group 
 Young Enterprise 

 



YOUNG PEOPLE’S ACTION: please send in more suggestions for the name of 
the group 
 
Aims of the group meetings were discussed: 

 To discuss things which affected young people which were 
happening in an area 

 To be able to express their views, making a meaningful 
contribution that would be listened to 

 
The group said they needed to know that their views would make a change/ make 
things happen/make a difference. 
 
Agenda of the meetings were discussed: 

 Mixture of adults and young people setting the agenda at each 
meeting 

 Could be about a local issue for a particular area 
 The young people could discuss areas they would like to cover for 

the next meeting 
 Information about what is planned to be covered is needed in 

advance so young people can think about /prepare for the meeting 
 Could cascade examples of good/bad practice from one local 

authority to another and discuss solutions 
 Want to influence policy and practice 
 

Sam said she would contact two of the group who were unable to attend this time to 
ask their opinions too. 
 
Suggestion / request from Kim: Would the young people be interested in 
producing a Young People’s Charter? 
 
What is a charter? 
A charter is promise, set of promises eg the Local Authorities would promise that 
when they met to decide upon something which affected young people they must 
include a certain number of young people in the decision making process  
 
Presentation in May 
Sam explained that there would be an event in May (maybe the 21st) when the SE7 
funders/local authority representatives are meeting and would like to hear the views 
of the group. Parts of the filming will be shown to them.  
Sam and Kim asked which young people would be interested in going to the 
meeting and talking to the people there about one thing which is important to them. 
Some young people said they would be interested. 
 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S ACTION: Let Sam know if you are interested. 
 
The meeting finished at 3.30 and most people went to Pizza Express and enjoyed 
their meal there, before going home. 
 
  


