
The Local Offer –  
Information for education settings 
 
Who are the South East 7? 
South East 7 (SE7) is the name given to seven local authorities, NHS partners and 
Parent Carer Forums working together. The areas involved are Brighton and Hove, East 
Sussex, Hampshire, Kent, Medway, Surrey and West Sussex.  SE7 is one of the 
government’s Pathfinders trialling the SEND reforms that will be introduced when the 
Children and Families Bill becomes law from September 2014.  
 
What do we mean by education settings?  
We say ‘education settings’ because there is no easy single term to cover early years 
settings, maintained schools and units, academies and units, non maintained special 
schools, further education colleges, independent specialist providers, and Pupil Referral 
Units.  
 
What is the Local Offer? 
The Children and Families Act will introduce a requirement for every Local Authority to 
publish a Local Offer. This will contain information about services the local authority 
expects to be available in their area for children and young people (from birth to twenty 
five) who have special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).  Services outside of 
the area, but which the Local Authority expects to be used by children, young people 
and their families, will also be included.  
The draft Code of Practice explains that the Local Offer has two main purposes: 
• To provide clear, comprehensive and accessible information about the support 

and opportunities that are available; and 
• To make provision more responsive to local needs and aspirations by directly 

involving children and young people with SEN, parent carers, and service providers 
in its development and review.  
 

The Local Authority must involve parents, children and young people in developing and 
reviewing their Local Offer.  Local services, including early years settings, schools, 
colleges, health and social care agencies, must also be consulted. 
 
The Local Offer is a new way of providing information and should not simply be a 
directory of existing services – an address and telephone numbers will not be sufficient.  
 
What will the Education part of the Local Offer look like? 
SE7 has developed a common framework for use across the region.  As a Pathfinder 
Champion, this framework will be shared with non-Pathfinder areas between now and 
September 2014.  The SE7 Local Authorities will each publish an ‘Area Wide Offer’, 
outlining the expectations of the Local Authority of what will be provided by settings from 
within their base delegated budgets.  It will also contain information about how decisions 
are made, transition processes, how to access or request support, how to request an 
Education, Health and Care Plan, funding arrangements and where to look for advice, 
support and information.  
 
The Education section will also contain information about other services funded by the 
Local Authority to work in special education; for example the Educational Psychology 
Service or Specialist Teacher Advisors. Each service will answer questions that will help 
explain what the service does, who it is for and how it works.  
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What will education settings need to do? 
The Children and Families Act will place a duty on various bodies to co-operate with the 
Local Authority in carrying out some of its duties – the Local Offer is one of those duties. 
Amongst others, mainstream schools, maintained nurseries, 16-19 academies, further 
education institutions, PRUs and alternative provision academies must all co-operate.  
 
SE7 Local Authorities, SE7 parent partnerships, and parent carer forums have worked 
together and with schools and other professionals to develop a set of questions that 
align with the ethos of the SEND Green Paper which set out the Government’s vision of 
a new, transparent and holistic SEN system. They also arose from parent carers telling 
us what they wanted to know about the schools and settings their children might be 
attending.  These questions also meet the legislative requirements for information set 
out in the draft Local Offer Regulations which became available in March 2013.   
 
The questions can be found in the SE7 Local Offer Regional Framework 
www.se7pathfinder.co.uk  
 
There will also be a separate duty on certain education settings to produce an SEN 
Information Report, continuing their existing duty to publish specified information on their 
website.  For those settings who will need to do this, the information collated for your 
Local Offer should be extremely helpful, and contribute significantly to this report.    
 
How will publishing this information help education settings? 

• The information will help to communicate to parent carers, and others who work 
with the setting, how children and young people with SEND are supported.  It will 
provide a clear profile of the individual setting. 

• It will help to prevent misunderstandings which can sometimes make working 
together difficult. 

• Co –producing the information with parent carers and children and young people 
will help to develop strong partnerships and increase understanding. 

• It will be an opportunity to review processes and ways of working together. 
• It will provide clear, transparent information about how funding works in schools. 
• It will contribute to meeting the requirements of the SEN Information Report. .  

 
What help is available in drafting and publishing a setting’s Local Offer? 
The Parent Carer Forums and Parent Partnership Services have been involved in 
developing the SE7 Local Offer Framework and can give further advice and information 
about what is available locally and how the Local Offer will be published.  Each SE7 area 
has a lead officer for the Local Offer. 
 
The SE7 website will publish examples of completed Local Offers from education 
settings. 
 
The draft Code of Practice and illustrative Local Offer Regulations give more details 
about how the Local Offer should be developed and what it should include  - 
http://www.education.gov.uk/a00221161/  
 
 


