
 

Making It Happen 
 

SE7 Regional Participation Framework for 
Children and Young People with Special 
Educational Needs and/or Disabilities    

 
The Vision 
 
We believe that raising aspirations for all children should begin early in life and 
throughout transitions, and that young people, parent carers, statutory and voluntary 
sector personnel can together enable all children to reach core outcomes.  In SE7 
we agreed three core outcomes for all children and young people, including those 
with SEND and these were:- 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children and young people with SEND and their families are at the heart of the SE7 
person centred approach to service reform across all sectors.  We value and actively 
seek the range of family members’ perspectives, experiences and aspirations.  
These together contribute broader insights and opportunities for creative solution 
finding with families.  We use the SE7 regional frameworks for participation to model 
and facilitate meaningful co-production with parent carers and children and young 
people. 
 
Each SE7 partner is committed to the meaningful engagement of children and young people in 
the decision making process endorsing Article 12 of the UN Convention of the Rights of the 
Child which says “All children and young people have the right to participate in decision making 
that is relevant in their lives and to influence decisions taken within the family, the school or the 
community that affects them”  

 



The SE7 SEND Pathfinder intends to leave a lasting legacy long after the pathfinder comes to 
an end and this framework will ensure that children and young people with SEND have equal 
rights to have their voices heard across SE7, building on the consultation work commissioned 
during the pathfinder. 
 
The SE7 Pathfinder promotes the involvement of chil dren and young people with SEND 
because;  
 

• they have a right to be involved if they want to  
• the services provided will be more effective, better targeted and received as a result of 

their involvement 
• their active involvement is the key to improving communities and making them more 

inclusive 
• they will directly benefit from being involved 

 
The SE7 Pathfinder will achieve active participatio n by; 
 

• placing the child or young person at the centre of decision making 
• developing skills and knowledge around active participation  
• providing clear information that is open and easily accessible to children and young 

people  
• consulting children and young people with SEND to secure their ideas, suggestions and 

feedback before during and after the commissioning process 
• engaging children and young people in the evaluation of processes and services 
• ensuring feedback is given to demonstrate the impact and influence children and young 

people have had on processes and services that affect them and their families     
• changing organisational cultures to ensure children and young people’s participation is 

embedded in all areas of service development and delivery   
• ensuring staff working with children and young people are qualified and experienced to do 

so     
• embracing a local Children and Young People’s Participation Charter  

 
The SE7 Pathfinder will know if our participation f ramework has been successful when; 
 

• children and young people feel their contribution is valued 
• evidence is available to demonstrate how processes and services have changed as a 

direct result of the involvement of children and young people 
• increased numbers of children and young people are coming forward to actively engage 

in participation because they want to  
• the skills, knowledge and confidence of children and young people have increased when 

representing their views or those of their peer group 
• children and young people have an equal voice when decisions are being made that 

impact on them individually or collectively 
• children and young people believe that adults respect their views and support them to 

participate in the way they want to without discrimination or judgement 
• good practice is disseminated and celebrated  
• professionals across all agencies automatically seek the views of children or young 

people supporting them to influence outcomes 
• SE7 Partners demonstrate that they are meeting the Hear by Rights Standards 



• all information is presented in child and young person friendly formats 
• services are delivered in age appropriate environments  
• all agencies are committed to the ethos of “no decision about me, without me”  
 

Further information 
Getting it Right for Children and Young People Sir Ian Kennedy 
Children’s and Young People’s Health Outcomes Strat egy Dept of Health  
You’re Welcome Quality Standards Dept of Health  
Health and Social Care Strategy 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
Dfes Working together: Giving children and young pe ople a say  
Every Disabled Child Matters LA charter  
Hear by Rights  
Participation Works  
Participation and engagement strategies from each L A 
Personalisation and Participation CDC  
KIDS “All of Us” Framework for Inclusion  
KIDS Participation Tool kit  
SE7 Pathfinder children and young people’s consulta tion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


